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Dear NYS GIS Association Member,

Here are a few items of news as we welcome 2022:

* President's Message

® OGC Publishes Health Spatial Data Infrastructure Report
* LinkedIn Followers Update

e Upcoming Opportunities & Events

Sincerely,
The NYS GIS Association Communications Committee

Niagara Falls, New York (Cave of the Winds) | 4 January 2022

President Karyn Tareen's Message

Dear Members, Sponsors, and Colleagues,

Happy New Year, and thank you for taking the time to
read this year’s President’s Message.

Throughout the past couple of years, | found that our
roles as GIS practitioners have never been more relevant
and important for our companies, communities, and
agencies as they are today. The past couple of years have rocked our
foundations of ‘normal’ and forced all of us to live and work in this strange new
world, which has surpassed even the worst-case duration estimates. | am, as I'm
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Many of you had to work long hours building and maintaining new apps to
support the pandemic in addition to your always ever-increasing workloads.
Some of you may have been recognized for stepping up to support, but many of
you have not. So, thank you, for all you did the past two years. Thank you for
finding a way to make those datasets happen, even when you were struggling to
find toilet paper and bread for your home. Thank you for putting together that
map or app, even when you had a kid (or two) playing Minecraft instead of
logging into their Zoom class. Your contributions have had a HUGE impact on
the realization that Geospatial Technology and professionals are indeed
relevant, specialized, innovative, and essential. We are needed, not only to
internally support the management of our communities, agencies, and
companies but also to support our residents and customers with timely and
accurate information. Geospatial information.

To quote Chris Badurek, our past-President, “The pandemic response has shown
a light on the value of GIS and GIS professionals whose problem-solving skills,
technical innovation, and commitment to accurate, actional information provide
a service to the people of New York State.”

So what is the ‘New Normal?' We know that we'll never go back to the ‘way
things were," but where will that pendulum find its center? | certainly don’t know
yet, but | will share with you some ways that our incredible teams within the
Association are adapting.

Our Association

Our Association provides abundant opportunities to learn, teach, mentor, and
share top-quality GIS resources. While the pandemic has greatly impacted our
ability to have in-person meetings and conferences, we have done our best to
provide virtual resources. An example of our training resources, anything from
how to get your GISP certification to GIS tips and tricks, can be found here:
https://www.nysgis.net/featured/training-opportunities/

Our rock-star Professional Development Committee continues to put together
relevant, informative, and free webinars for our members. Our GeoSpatial
Summit Committee is working on a new concept for this year's summit; please
keep an eye out for news on that in the next few months.

Speaking of news, the newsletter and social media posts are quick reads and
continue to be our main communication mechanisms with you. Please take a
glance at the emails and posts, and please feel free to share your success
stories with us. We'd love to feature you (and your team) and all the hard work
you've done.

Priorities
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As Hggglghs%eAsssoc:iation through this (hopefully) final year of the pandemic, we
have set in motion a few priorities for the Association.

First, we will continue working with our committees to provide increased value
to our membership, both inside and outside of a pandemic.

Second, the Officers and Board Members are working on updating and
upgrading several Association processes. We hope that these changes will
reduce the work that a few of our volunteers put in every month, and provide
more transparency to the Board and Association in the long term. This includes
long-needed documentation to support the Association functions, especially
through transitions to new people.

Third, it came to all of our attention how poorly our communications between
the Health Departments and ‘the rest of us' tend to be. In the GIS world, there is
so much that we can do, or do better, with enhanced access to data in
conjunction with better communication procedures and protocols. We will
continue supporting the changes that need to be made between Local, State,
and National Health Agencies to provide a mechanism for us to better support
our communities.

This is where you come in; we need your help. The old saying still rings true that
many hands make light work. We need your support to keep our Association
relevant and helpful. Please consider offering an hour, or two, a month to one of
our Committees. Your participation is greatly needed and, as a bonus, will earn
you a bunch of GISP points, along with being an excellent networking
opportunity. You can reach out to the Committee that interests you, or to me
directly, and we'll get you introduced.

In closing, Happy New Year! Here's to 2022 ending significantly better than
2021! With your help and support, I'm confident we can make this happen.

Sincerely,
Karyn Senneff Tareen, GISP
President, NYS GIS Association
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OGC Publishes Health Spatial Data Infrastructure Report

Members of the NYS GIS Association contributed to the Health Spatial Data
Infrastructure Concept Development Study Engineering Report. One of the
editors of the report, Alan Leidner, describes the study as making “a strong case
for improved use of precision GIS data to track pandemic cases from first
interaction with the health system, the employment of spatial tools to support
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contact tracing operations, and the secure use of detailed health data to predict
disEast éi?gsa, armong a number of other findings and recommendations.” He
anticipates this report is likely to become a “living document,” with updates and
improvements added over time.

The Office of the NYS GIO, the NYS GIS Association Regional Committee, NYC
GISMO, and NSGIC all provided invaluable input and support. This effort is being
distributed internationally and points to the critical role being played by both
NYC and NYS in advancing spatial science and practice.

The Health Spatial Data Infrastructure Concept Development Study Engineering
Report is available at https://docs.ogc.org/per/21-021.html#toc3.

o Open Health Spatial Data Infrastructure
QG Geospatial Concept Development Study
Consortium Engineering Report
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Another Big Increase in LinkedIn Followers

The NYS GIS Association's social media presence extends to Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn. Our LinkedIn following has seen another big
increase. We've gained another 150 LinkedIn followers since August 2021,
an increase of 40%! Our last big increase was reported in the August 2021
Newsletter: https://www.nysgis.net/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/August2021Newsletter-compressed.pdf

Time range: Jan 19, 2021 - Jan 19, 2022 ~

Follower metrics @ Ranked by total follower

Page Total follawers Mew followers

1 - MNY5 GIS Assediation 519 258

Of the 519 followers, 24% come from the Rochester, NY area, 14% from the
Greater New York City area, 5% each from the Buffalo-Niagara and Albany
areas, and 3% each from the Syracuse area and the rest of New York State. The
remaining 237 followers hail from places all over the United States and the
world.

Many thanks to our hard-working Communications Committee members
tasked with spreading the value of the NYS GIS Association through these social
media outlets!
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Upcoming Opportunities & Events

* NEARC Community Event: Preserving Significant Places in

Black History | 16 February 2022 | Noon to 1 p.m. | p—ih
Registration gggg

Form: https://jefferson.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ]Ypdu2urD
SrGNXYKpS3dxH_PZfhNgXYBRUH

* AGO Competition for U.S. Middle & High School Students |
Submissions from NYS schools will be due in the early Spring of 2022 |
Email Dr. Boger at beckyboger@gmail.com for more information

* New York Build Expo | 2 - 3 March 2022 | Javits Center, New York | More
Information: https://www.newyorkbuildexpo.com/welcome

* NEARC Spring Conference | 16 May 2022 | Westfield, MA | More
Information: https://www.northeastarc.org/spring-nearc.html

¢ 2022 Education Summit at Esri UC | 9- 11 July 2022 in San Diego |
Details & Registration: https://www.esri.com/en-
us/about/events/education-summit/overview

* Esri User Conference | 11 - 15 July 2022 in San Diego | Details &
Registration: https://www.esri.com/en-us/about/events/uc/overview

¢ Auto-Carto 2022 | 2 - 4 November 2022 with Workshops on 1 November
2022 | Redlands, CA on the Esri Campus | More
Information: https://cartogis.org/autocarto/autocarto-2022/




